
Inside the imposing Mount Hope Mansion, visitors enter the world of Edgar Allan Poe, 

experiencing his tales recounted by those who have lived the stories, spinning tales 

of mystery, horror and suspense that guests to the Mansion will long remember.

2017 Theme Stories, and Poems—

In this, the year of our Lord 1848, we here at Mount Hope Penitentiary are proud to be at the very forefront of the modern wave 

of prison reform and criminal rehabilitation. We pride ourselves on taking the worst, most horribly depraved felons of our age, 

and through a number of revolutionary techniques, reconditioning them to be mild, submissive, truly penitent individuals. For a 

very limited time, Mrs. Evangeline Mallard, President of the Prison Board of Inspectors, invites you to join us at Mount Hope for 

a demonstration of rehabilitation through the beauty of poetry! And we are especially pleased to be joined – at least until his 

court date – by the very famous Mr. Edgar Allan Poe! So witness the power of true criminal reclamation here at Mount Hope 

Penitentiary! And remember: for the worst of sinners, there’s always Hope.

• The Raven

• Dream Within a Dream

• The Conqueror Worm

• Romance

There may be other poems from but those shall be a surprise. Tremble and enjoy.

2017 EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCES

A Product ion of the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire

• The Cask of Amontillado

• To—Violet Vane

• To Fanny

• Sonnet to My Mother
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Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849): Timeline–
1809

Edgar Poe was born in Boston to itinerant actors on January 19.

1810
Edgar’s father died (may well have deserted the family before this point),  

leaving mother to care for Edgar and his brother and sister alone.

1811
Mother died in Richmond, VA leaving the three children penniless orphans.  

Edgar went to live with the family of John Allan who raised, but never legally  

adopted him. Edgar used the name Edgar Allan for a while and eventually  

used it as his middle name along with his birth name from 1824 until his death.  

Many accounts agree that his foster mother spoiled Poe, a situation which may  

have precipitated the strained relationship he was to later have with his step father  

and eventually led to the estrangement between Poe and John Allan.

1826
Poe’s foster father sent him to college and on February 14, Poe matriculated at the University of Virginia for 

one term where he studied ancient and modern languages. Poe, who had a strife-ridden relationship with 

John Allan by this point, found that his foster father had refused to pay all of the expenses of the education. 

Poe attempted to provide funds for himself through gambling. A debt attempted to provide funds for 

himself through gambling. A debt of $2500 forced him to leave the university. Stories of the heavy drinking, 

which plagued him throughout his life, began during his days as a student at the University of Virginia.

1827
Poe published his first collection of poetry entitled ‘Tamerlane and Other Poems” anonymously at his own 

expense.

Poe entered the U.S. Army on May 26 and was sent to Sullivan’s Island, SC, which would provide the setting 

for later stories “The Gold Bug” and “The Balloon Hoax”. He stayed in this location until December 1828.

1829
On January 1, Poe was made regimental sergeant major.

From her deathbed, Mrs. Allan made a plea to her husband to reconcile with their foster son. Her death 

on February 28 brought Edgar to Richmond to attend the funeral. At this time, John Allan and Edgar effect 

a cool and tenuous reconciliation. Allan who wanted his foster son to attend the military academy, then 

agreed to assist Edgar in gaining an appointment to West Point. Edgar left the U.S. Army with an honorable 

discharge on April 15 and went to live in Baltimore, MD with a small amount of money from his foster father 

to hold him until he received his appointment to West Point.

In Baltimore, Edgar Poe took up residence with his brother, his Aunt Maria Clemm, and his cousin, who 

would later become his wife, Virginia Clemm. During this time, Poe arranged publication of Al Aaraaf, which 

contained the sonnets “To Science” and “Tamerlane”.

1830
Poe received his appointment to West Point and entered the academy on July 1.

1831
Poe, whose reconciliation with John Allan had already fallen apart and who had entered the military 

academy to please Allan, now set about to get himself dismissed from West Point. Poe now deliberately 

neglected roll calls and academic duty. Through gross neglect of duty and disobedience of order, Poe was 

successful in his attempt and was dismissed on March 6, 1831.

Poems by Edgar A. Poe including “To Helen,” “Israfel,” “The Doomed City,” and “The City in the Sea” was 

published during a brief stay in New York.

Poe then moved to Baltimore where he lived with Maria Clemm until 1835.
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Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849):Timeline Continued–
1833

Poe receives considerable attention for a story published in the Baltimore Saturday Visitor and won a $50 prize 

for this story called “MS. Found in a Bottle”. It was this story that led to his gaining a position as an editor with the 

Southern Literary Messenger from which he was later fired because of his drinking in 1835.

1835
Twenty-six-year-old Poe received a marriage license in Baltimore on 

September 22 in order to marry his then thirteen-year-old cousin Virginia. 

Some believe that a secret wedding took place at this time although the 

official public ceremony would not take place until the following year.

1836
After promising to abstain from drinking, Poe was reinstated with the Southern 

Literary Messenger and moved to Richmond with his wife and her mother.

1837
Poe left the Southern Literary Messenger for the last time. During his tenure, 

he published 83 reviews, 6 poems, 4 essays, and 3 short stories. His criticism 

and skills had increased the circulation of the magazine greatly and he 

was earning a salary of $1000 per year. However, he hoped to gain a wider 

audience. While Poe left on good terms, there is evidence that he as once 

again drinking. Poe left for New York with his family where he tried to work as  

a writer. At this time, he published The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym.

1838
Unable to make a living in New York, Poe moved to Philadelphia.

1839
Poe becomes the coeditor of Burton’s Gentleman’s Magazine where he worked until 1840. It was while working 

for this magazine that Poe wrote and published many of his famous stories including “The Fall of the House of 

Usher”.

1840
“Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque,” Poe’s first collection of stories, was published. It included “Berenice,” 

“Ligeia,” “The Assignation,” and “The Conqueror Worm”.

Poe quarreled with Burton off and on and finally he left Burton’s with the plan to start up his own magazine. It 

was during this time that Poe met T.H. Chivers whose similar poetry was the cause of plagiarism accusations from 

both men until Poe’s death.

1841
Poe took a position with Graham’s Magazine where he worked until the following year. While in this position he 

wrote and contributed to the magazine such stories as “Murders in the Rue Morgue,” “The Masque of the Red 

Death” and “Descent into the Maelstrom”. In this magazine, he also published some of his criticism.

While his time at Graham’s resulted in great success for the magazine and an enormous rise in Poe’s reputation 

and popularity, he was not paid well (earning about $800 per year) by the spring of 1842, Poe’s health had become 

precarious, his drinking had once again become a problem, and he was entertaining ideas of publishing his own 

magazine again. He would later contribute more stories to this publication, but did not work as editor again.

1842-1844
Poe published “The Mystery of Marie Raven” and became associated with the New York Mirror. It was as the 

literary critic for the Mirror that Poe took on his war with Longfellow, whom he also accused of plagiarism.

Virgin ia El iza Clemm Poe
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Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849): Timeline Continued–
1845

Poe became the editor of the Broadway Journal. In addition to his ongoing attacks against Longfellow, Poe 

also printed “The Pit and the Pendulum,” “Eleonora,” “The Premature Burial” and “The Tell-Tale Heart”. His 

eight book, “Tales,” was released and contained previously published stories such as “The Black Cat” and 

“The Purloined Letter”. He also published “The Raven and Other Poems”.

1833
Poe receives considerable attention for a story published in the Baltimore Saturday Visitor and won a $50 prize 

for this story called “MS. Found in a Bottle”. It was this story that led to his gaining a position as an editor with the 

Southern Literary Messenger from which he was later fired because of his drinking in 1835.

1846
For a brief period, Poe worked for Godey’s Lady’s Book. In this magazine, Poe published “The Cask of 

Amontillado” and many of his critical articles.

1847
On January 30, Virginia Clemm Poe died from tuberculosis. 

Although Poe continued to write and publish, Virginia’s death 

had a large effect on him. All accounts of Poe’s life described 

him from this point on as in abnormal condition, depressed, 

erratic and disturbed. He attempted to find some refuge with 

another woman, to no avail.

1848
Continuing in his depression, Poe became depressed 

to the point of attempting suicide. While he was 

still able to write some of his more successful works 

such as “Annabel Lee” and “The Bells” during this time, 

Poe was on a psychological descent from which he would not recover.

1849
Poe, fully enveloped in alcoholism and often found drunk in the street, attempted to work his way out of his 

addiction and became engaged. Poe stopped in Baltimore on his way to get Mrs. Clemm to bring her to the 

wedding. He was found in a gutter on the street in a drunken and delirious state. He died five days later and was 

buried in Baltimore next to his wife.
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2017 Cast of Characters
Edgar Allan Poe: Jake DuVall-Early

Mrs. Evangeline Mallard: Katie Hope Noble

Joseph Locke: Joshua Kachnycz

Lydia Barnard: Megan Jones

William Pym: Matthew Perry Smith

Male Understudy: Nathan Landis Funk

Female Understudy: Haley Karlson
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Poe Bibliography–

Poems
Tamerlane and Other Poems (1827)

Al Aaraaf, Tamerlane, and Minor Poems (1829)

Poems by Edgar Allan Poe (1831)

The Raven and Other Poems (1845)

Ulalume (1847)

Annabel Lee (1847)

The Bells (1849)

Short Stories and Tales
Shadow (1835)

Silence (1838)

Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque (1840)

The Mask of the Red Death (1842)

The Oval Portrait (1842)

The Prose Romances of Edgar Allan Poe

The Murders in the Rue Morgue (1843)

The Pit and the Pendulum (1843)

The Tell-Tale Heart (1843)

The Premature Burial (1844)

Tales

Fall of the House of Usher (1839)

The Mystery of Marie Roget (1842)

The Gold Bug (1843)

The Black Cat (1843)

Want To Unearth More?
If you want to know more about Poe and his contemporaries, the Internet has a wealth of 

information. Visit these websites for Biographies, Selected Works and more.

Poe Museum - www.poemuseum.org

The Works Of Edgar Allan Poe - www.online-literature.com/poe/

The Edgar Allan Poe Society of Baltimore - www.eapoe.org

Edgar Allan Poe National Historic Site - www.ushistory.org/tour/edgar-allan-poe-house.htm
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Poe Activities–

Once Upon a Midnight Dreary...
“The Raven” Worksheet

(ReadWriteThink.org)

Vocabulary
quaint

bleak

obeisance

countenance

placid

ominous

tempest

lore

implore

beguiling

discourse

dirges

censer

undaunted

chamber

token

decorum

relevancy

melancholy

nepenthe

balm

Poetic Elements
Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered week and weary,
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,

In line 1, what two words are an example of internal rhyme?

In line 2, what three words are an example of alliteration?

“And the silken sad uncertain rustling of each purple curtain...”
In this line, what two words are an example of assonance?

Put the Events from “The Raven” in order by number:

 The raven comes in and perches above the narrator’s door.

 The narrator yells at the raven to leave.

 The narrator whispers “Lenore” into the hallway.

 The narrator questions whether the bird is natural or supernatural

 The narrator reads by fire.

 The narrator hears something at the window and opens it.
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Poe Activities Continued–

Create Your Own Poe Inspired Piece

Objectives
» Read one additional work by Edgar Allan Poe (“Hop Frog”,  

“Masque Of The Red Death”, “The Pit and the Pendulum”,  

or “The Raven”)

» Summarize basic elements (plot, characters, setting, perspective)

» Identify the emotions revealed in the work

» Create an original piece portraying these emotions

Materials
» Computer with Internet access

» Materials for students to write their own works

Procedures
» Review biographical information about Edgar Allan Poe.

» Review ideas regarding Poe’s work. This includes horror stories, terror, fear, death, darkness, murder, 

obsession, insanity, sadness, loss, guilt, torture and the unknown.

» Ask students to choose a partner. Each pair should select one of the works listed above. The works are 

available on the Internet at the following websites: www.poemuseum.org or www.online-literature.com/poe/

» With their partners, students should read the work and briefly summarize the following elements:

Plot: Give a brief summary of the piece.

Setting: Describe the setting. What words or phrases help paint the picture?

Characters: How does Poe portray the characters?

Perspective: Who is the narrator? Describe this person’s feelings. Is it written in third or first person? How 

does this affect the piece?

» Have the pairs explore the work as a psychological thriller. What human emotions are revealed? (Examples 

may include fear, sadness, regret, loneliness, obsession, anticipation, and helplessness.) Have students 

identify and write words and phrases that portray these emotions.

» Ask each pair to think about events or images from their experiences that conjure up the same emotions. For 

example, what have they experienced that may have sparked deep fear or loneliness?

» Finally, have students work individually to create an original piece that portrays these emotions. They may 

make posters, write poems or short stories, or record songs. Encourage them to use some of Poe’s words and 

phrases.

Evaluation
Use the following three-point rubric to evaluate students’ work during this lesson.

Three points: Students were highly engaged in class discussions; created clear and detailed summaries 

that included plot, setting, characters, and perspective; developed creative, thoughtful, personal works 

reflecting emotions from Poe’s writing.

Two points: Students participated in class discussions; created adequate summaries that included some 

of the following elements: plot, setting, characters, and perspective; developed personal works reflecting 

emotions from Poe’s writing.

One point: Students participated minimally in class discussions; wrote incomplete summaries that 

included few or none of the following elements: plot, setting, characters, and perspective; personal works 

were unclear or did not reflect emotions from Poe’s writing.
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Poe Activities Continued–

Vocabulary

Narrator

Definition: A personal telling a story

Context: The voice of the narrator can determine how a reader interprets a story.

First-person narrative

Definition: Form of writing in which the story is told from the perspective of a character

Context: In a first-person narrative, a story’s character refers to himself or herself as “I”.

Third-person narrative

Definition: A form of writing in which the story is told from an omniscient point of view; all Characters are 

referred to as “he” or “she”.

Context: In a story written in third-person narrative, a reader may see into the thoughts of different characters

Plot

Definition: The sequence of events that make up a literary work; the structure of the story

Context: The plot of “The Tell-Tale Heart” ends with the narrator confessing his crime

Setting

Definition: The background (as time and place) of the action of a story or play

Context: Many of Poe’s short stories and poems have a dark and foreboding setting.

Gothic

Definition: A style of literature emphasizing the grotesque, mysterious and desolate.

Context: Edgar Allan Poe is considered an author of Gothic literature

Standards
Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the 

many dimensions (e.g. philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience. Students apply a wide range 

of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, 

their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and other texts, their 

identification strategies and their understanding of textual features.
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Poe Activities Continued–

A Gothic Tale 
It Was a Dark And Stormy Night...

Introduction
The work of Edgar Allan Poe is often regarded as Gothic 

romance. This form of literature has nothing to do with a love 

story. It is instead a form of fiction widely popular during 

the 18th Century in England and later in the United States 

and elsewhere. The American Heritage Dictionary defines 

“Gothic” as “pertaining to a style of fiction which emphasizes 

the grotesque, mysterious and desolate.”

Many of the stories in this genre contain similar characters, 

settings and events. After seeing and reading several of 

Edgar Allan Poe’s stories, work together with the other 

members in your group to do the following things:

1. Analyze the elements within the works of Poe to determine the characteristics of the Gothic romance.

2. Create the setting for a Gothic romance. Often a Gothic tale is set in an isolated area, a dreary mansion, 

or on a dark and stormy night. The setting needs to be mysterious, ominous and dark. Be sure that you 

have included all of the details that would be needed to picture the setting in a reader’s mind and pass 

your setting along to the next group.

3. Using the setting you received from another group, create a set of characters who could populate 

this locale. Some elements which are common to Gothic stories which you may want to include in your 

character backgrounds are disfigurement (real or imagined, something like a mysterious birthmark or 

the evil eye in Poe’s “Tell-Tale Heart”), a family curse or family secret. Be sure to create fully developed 

characters. Pass both the description of the setting and the characters along to the next group in the 

rotation.

4. In every Gothic romance a mysterious event (often one which could be attributed to the supernatural) 

is central to the plot. Describe in detail one such event that could have involved the characters you have 

been given in the setting created by the first group. Be sure to give details but don’t resolve the events 

before you pass it along to the final group.

5. Write a Gothic romance for the set of story elements you have been given from the first three groups. 

You must use the setting, characters and plot given to you. It will be your job to create a smooth, 

believable story based on these elements and resolve the story.

6. Present your story to the class. You may present the story as a reader’s theater production or as a play. 

Try to create the mood and involve your listeners fully within the story.

Educator Note

This activity will involve cooperative learning, writing and theater. You will need to divide the class into 

four groups (or eight groups for larger classes). Starting off with a discussion of Gothic romance and of 

what things the actors at Mount Hope did to involve people in their performances would be helpful.
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The History of Mount Hope Estate
The Home of Charles & Daisy Grubb and the Setting For Our Show

What a grand property this Mount Hope Estate! With a history 
spanning four continuous generations of the Grubb family, dating 
back to the original patriarch, Peter, of nearby Hopewell, who 
established the famous iron furnace in Cornwall in 1784. Peter’s son, 
Henry Bates Grubb, built the Federal Mount Hope Mansion in 1800 
and laid out the formal gardens that surround the house today.

Henry’s son, Clement Bates Grubb, purchased the estate in 1885. It 
was Clement’s daughter, Daisy Elizabeth Brooke (1850-1936) who 
was the last of the family to live in the Mansion. It was she, in 1895, 
who Victorianized the manor home while still preserving the most 
important Federal elements of the original architecture. 

Daisy actually was harbinger of entertainment at the Estate. There 
were concerts, poetry readings and drama. Indeed, Daisy herself painted some of the ornate artwork 
on the ceilings, having studied fine art in Florence, Italy. She added a ballroom for dancing and a 
billiard room where the men could retire after dinner to smoke their cigars. While visiting, notice on 
the mantel of the grand fireplace, the symbols of an eye and a daisy. Because women, not even Daisy, 
were permitted in the billiard room, she wanted to remind the men that “Daisy is watching.”

Miss Daisy passed away in 1936, and the Estate was subdivided and sold. It passed through several 
owners until December 1979, when it was purchased by Chuck Romito, himself a patriarch of sorts 
if you consider he’s certainly the father of what we 
today lovingly call the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire. 
The Mansion is utilized for the highly popular Edgar 
Allan Poe Evermore and A Charles Dickens Victorian 
Christmas. There could not be a better setting to bring 
the works of both Poe and Dickens to life.

Today, the second and third floors of the spacious 
Mansion are used by the staff of Mount Hope Estate 
as offices and new owners, Scott and Heather Bowser, 
have dedicated themselves to the continuation of 
teaching and educating through living history. Extensive 
renovations to the home have been undertaken 
and continue today, all with an eye and an ear for 
entertainment and culture, and with the understanding 
that the Mansion at Mount Hope is to be a home for all 
to enjoy. We think Miss Daisy would be pleased.

For information on all of the Educational Programs, 
contact the Group Sales Director, Nicole Sutton at (717) 
665-7021, ext. 148 or email her at Nicole@parenfaire.com.
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An excellent learning opportunity. Review these theater etiquette 
pointers with your students and give them an extra credit 
assignment—Put their knowledge of Theater Etiquette in practice 
while attending Poe Evermore and receive extra credit!

Our indoor Educational Programs are a wonderful way to enjoy 
theater. These shows are held in small theater spaces, unlike the 
vast area of the Renaissance Faire. Your experience at the Mansion 
performance will be much closer to a standard theater experience, so 
remember a few general theatrical rules of etiquette while visiting.

1. Save your commentary for intermission. The rooms are small 
and, therefore, sound carries. Any comments you make can 
be heard not only by your neighbor, but also the whole room, 
including the performers. Each show lasts only 45 minutes, so give 
your full attention to the performance and talk about it afterwards. Remember that at Mount Hope, 
we invite you to give us any commentary or ask questions after each performances has ended.

2. Stay seated throughout the performance. Once a performance has begun, it is impossible to 
excuse yourself from your seat or the room without disturbing the show or audience. So please only 
do so if it is absolutely necessary.

3. No catcalls or heckling. It is never appropriate to heckle a performer under any situation. You will 
only embarrass yourself by being escorted from the performance.

4. Be respectful of audience and performers. Remember that the theater is not home. It is not 
acceptable for you to lounge across the seats like you’re home on the couch. Keep your feet on the 
floor and not on the seat in front of you. Stay only in your designated seating area. Do not touch a 
performer’s props or move stage furniture for your convenience.

5. Turn off cell phones and pagers.

6. Enjoy yourself! Above all, Mount Hope wants you to enjoy your theater experience. Be aware, 
and prepared. If you’re asked to respond during a performance, feel free to answer the performer’s 
question as so directed.

Theater Etiquette
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